Patients with Parkinson's disease (PD) are known to be impaired in supraspan verbal learning due to reduced availability of internal encoding capacity. PD patients may suffer from poor semantic, source and sequential processing capacity. Thirtythree patients with idiopathic PD and 42 matched normal control subjects (NC) were administered the California Verbal Learning Test under 3 conditions of graded cueing. While the PD patients benefited significantly and progressively from increasingly explicit cueing, the NC group did not since their performance was optimal even without cueing. Results are discussed in relation to frontal executive control of attentional resources and the establishment of encoding strategies.
INTRODUCTION
Research on the cognitive impairments associated with Parkinson's disease (PD) has revealed deficits in selective aspects of recall. In the early stages of the disease, one interesting (and paradoxical) finding involves diminished short-term memory associated with enhanced retrieval (the so-called incubation effect). For example, while immediately following presentation of a brief passage (Heitanen & Teräväinen, 1986; Taylor et al., 1986; Mohr et al., 1990) or a supraspan list of words (Weingartner et al., 1984; Taylor et al., 1986; Massman et al., 1990; Taylor et al., 1990; Auriacombe et al., 1993; Cohen et al, 1994) , PD patients remembered less information than age-matched control subjects, retrieval, following a delay, was comparable (Taylor et al., 1986; Sagar et al., 1988) . Similar find-
